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BUITORIALS 


The Geneva Meeting 


The meeting of the heads of the four great 
powers in Geneva, beginning on July 18th, pre- 
sents three possibilities: 


It may lead towards world peace. 


It may lead to compromises of the gravest 
ultimate consequences. 


It may founder on the shoals of generalities 
and platitudes. 


Christians should pray for all who participate 
in this meeting, that righteousness and not ex- 
pediency might prevail. God is still the One 
to Whom all power belongs. He is the One 
who holds in His hands the final decision— 
the final destinies of men and nations. 


Let us pray the prayer of the Psalmist: “Put 
them in fear, O Lord; that the nations may 


know themselves to be but men.’ 
N. B. 


Perspective 


When walking along a road we have one 
ee gee: Standing on a high mountain we 
ave a larger one. Flying at 25,000 feet we 
have an even greater one. But, the human 
eye and the human mind are incapable of 
grasping this world in its rightful perspective 
or of even imagining its relationship to the 
vast universe of which it is an_ infinitesimal 
part. 


Despite the varying perspectives—depending 
on where we are—we humans usually look at 
our immediate surroundings in life and gauge 
life and its importance in terms of utter nar- 
rowness and provincialism. 
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Christianity alone offers man a release from 
the limitations imposed on him by his sur- 
roundings. In Christ alone does man find his 
own true perspective and its relationship to 
eternity. Only the Christian knows his origin, 
his immediate condition and his ultimate and 
sure destiny. 


And yet, so few Christians seem as fully 
oriented as they should be. Too often we too 
look back rather than forward, inward rather 
than outward, downward rather than upward. 


As much as the world needs the life and 
testimony of new Christians, it may need even 
more Christians who more nearly meet the 
standards God has laid down for us—men and 
women who have completely surrendered to 
Him. In other words, if every Church member 
were a true Christian, fulfilling in his or her 
life, God’s plan for that life, the inevitable 
result would be a power in personal life and 
witnessing to others which would bring the 
blessing the Church—and the _ unbelieving 
world—needs so much. 


It is through surrendered lives that Christians 
gain the right perspective. The Holy Spirit 
enables men to see the world, and themselves 
in the light of immediate problems and obliga- 
tions and in the light of eternity. Only by 
the Spirit of the Living God can we rise above 
our surroundings and see things in the light 
of the wisdom and perspective which He alone 
gives,—and the man or woman who daily spends 
time reading His Word and communing with 
Him in prayer finds that the Holy Spirit speaks 
to the heart, enlightens the eyes, and clears 
one’s thinking so that the things of earth and 
the things not seen come into proper focus. 

Fix your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
: —L. N. B. 
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The Danger of the Welfare State 


The following article, reprinted from the Life 
of Faith, London, is deeply significant. It points 
out how insidious the danger of confusing 
social security for soul security and how impor- 
tant it is for the Church to be the Church. State 
socialism offers, at best, material services, and 
these often bought at the price of surrendered 
personal freedoms. But, there is abundant evi- 
dence that as man looks more and more to the 
state to make his decisions and assume _ his 
personal responsibilities he senses less and less 
his need of God. | 3 


This article, written by a Christian who has 
seen the dangers of the Welfare State, is well 


worth pondering. 
—L. N. B. 


THE DANGER OF THE 


WELFARE STATE 
By S. P. Goodge 


With the country in the throes of a general 
election it would be quite out of place for a 
Christian newspaper to enter the arena of po- 
litical controversy. Yet, in these turbulent times 
of the persistent “Buy! Buy! Buy!” of the 
political salesmen, it is right and proper for 
the Christian Church to be, as always, vigilant 
against the pernicious activities of him who 
ceaselessly patrols the camps of men, ever going 
to and fro in the earth and walking up and 
down in it, greedily seizing every opportunity 
that presents itself of developing his own evil 
designs. 


Without any controversy, it would be gen- 
erally agreed that all the political parties now 
presenting their programs to us pledge them- 
selves to maintain or develop, in one way or 
another, the Welfare State. The aim of this 
article is to call attention to the danger of this 
Welfare State—danger to the Christian Church 
and what it stands for. 


The primary danger that presents itself is 


that the danger does not present itself. It ob- 
scures itself. The asp is so well hidden in the 
basket of fruit that who can be persuaded that 
beneath such sweet succulence may lurk the 
sting of the serpent? Can anything be “wrong” 
about the ideals of the Welfare State? ask its 
Supporters, pained that we should dare a ques- 
tion mark. They are quite right. There is 
nothing “wrong” about it. But what is “not 


wrong” is not necessarily “right,” as any student 
of logic knows. There was once a politician who 
said that, if elected, it would be his aim to steer 
a straight course down the middle of the nar- 
row road that lies between right and wrong! 


The Welfare State is not anti-Christian. Its 
danger is that it can be so terribly non-Christian. 
The foes with whom the Christian Church must 
here contend is not an anti-Christ, but some- 
thing which is neither Christian nor Satanic. Yet 
it would be truer to say that it is more Satanic 
than Satan himself, for it provides him with 
opportunity to appear in such innocuous guise 
that we cannot affront him by charging him 
with being evil, for he clothes himself in the 
impregnable whiteness of a veritable angel of 
light. He carries no mere basket of fruit, but 
a whole cornucopia of it, an inexhaustible horn 
of plenty from which he showers handfuls upon 
handfuls upon the multitude, and daily loadeth 
them with Benefits. 


From before the cradle to beyond the grave 
we are surrounded with social security. The 
Welfare State begins with the pre-natal clinic 
which takes under its benevolent wing the 
expectant mother and her coming child. We 
breathe our last breath on the bosom of the 
Welfare State, which pays part or all of our 
funeral expenses and provides pensions for our 
dependent relatives. Throughout our whole 
earthly life it aims to convey a sense of com- 
fortable security. 


We cannot condemn the Welfare State, or 
challenge it as wrong. No one would wish to 
take us back to the hideous squalor, poverty, 
misery, starvation, mass unemployment, high 
infant mortality, and so on, of former times. 
The Welfare State has grappled with social 
problems which our Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
faced in His earthly ministry. He healed the 
sick and fed the hungry, for He knew that 
unless He dealt first with their immediate earth- 
ly anxieties they would have no ear for His 
message of salvation for their immortal souls. 
But He never forgot, nor would He have us 
forget, that His primary mission was to reach 
their souls. 


The gospel of the Welfare State is a gospel 
of security. It has no Gospel of Salvation, noth- 
ing whatever for men’s souls. It knows nothing 
of individuals, only of categories, into which 
it classifies them according to their social needs. 
Nor is there any spiritual (or even moral) urge 
behind its aims. The Welfare State provides 
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what is socially expedient, which is its standard 
of “right.” 


For instance, the Welfare State knows nothing 
of a Christian Sabbath. It only decrees that 
a day off (or day and a half) is necessary to 
the health and happiness of the worker and 
to rest the machines. It recognizes no Fourth 
Commandment, no Ten Commandments that 
are divine. It aims to achieve its goal (almost 
the same goal, perhaps) without them. 


Once the Christian Church did everything. 
Hospitals, schools, etc., all sprang from the 
Church. Now the Church has to stand back 
and watch its work taken over by the State. 
Even our charitable appeals are met with, “Why 
should I buy a flag? The State provides it all!” 


What is the answer to it all? That which 
Jesus gave to the tempter’s first subtlety, “Com- 
mand that these stones be made bread. Provide 
yourself with social security.” Jesus answered, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” 


In these days of a gospel without a Christ 
and a salvation without a cross, when the 
Church is not confronted by an opponent but 
accompanied by a fellow-traveller along a paral- 
lel line (and parallel lines never meet!) let the 
Church be the Church, and with crystal clear- 
ness emphasize its Gospel of salvation from sin; 
of eternal security. For the real S.O.S. of this 
world is still “Save Our Souls!” The Welfare 
State can provide social security, but only Christ 
can save a sin-drenched soul. 


THEOCRACY OR DEMOCRACY 


I think that we often become so obsessed with 
the idea of democracy that we think that our 
Church courts should be a democratic process. 
We think that our General Synod or if there 
is a General Assembly that it is the highest 
authority in spiritual things. In some of the 
Church bodies we hear of proposals to bring 


strong penalties on those who do not conform © 


in every respect to the decisions of the high 
body. 


Now I believe that members should obey the 
orders of the Church courts as a principle and 
not seek to avoid them. But my point is that 
the General Synod or a General Assembly is 
not the final authority. These have a King 
over them. Actions of the Church courts be- 
come truly authoritative when they are in ac- 
cordance with the will of the Holy Spirit. They 
should not be a democracy but a theocracy. 
The decisions should not be based on the most 
votes but upon the will of the King and Head 
of the Church. 
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Someone will argue that the voice of the 
majority is the voice of God. This is not neccs- 
sarily so. It should be so if all were perfectly 
yielded to the Spirit. In fact there would then 
be no division. I suppose most of us feel that 
when we vote we are voting the will of God. 
But too often we are following the lead of some 
man or group of men. We are voting our own 
will or theirs rather than the will of God. We 
are making our Church court a democracy rather 
than a theocracy. We are establishing our will 
rather than that of God. 


Now I know there is another danger. We 
all have seen good men who were so sure that 
their own idea was the only right one, that 
they had the guidance of the Spirit when all 
others did not, that they were unwilling to 
listen to the counsel of any other. We should 
be very careful that this is not self-will rather 
than the will of the Spirit. Anyone can be 
wrong, at least sometimes.—Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian. 


MORE ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
JAPANESE UNIVERSITY 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


Virtually everyone in_ the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. is by now weary of prolonged con- 
troversy. Most of us want agitation upon con- 
troversial subjects to cease. But we shall not 
be able to relax our vigilance so long as mat- 
ters continue to come up which require our 
attention. A case in point is the recent action 
of the General Assembly in the matter of the 
Japan “Christian” University. 


Once again the move has been made, in the 
face of other Assembly decisions in the matter, 
to have this “International’’ University in 
Japan recognized by our denomination. This 
time the move: has been made with more 
subtlety. Instead of asking the Assembly to 
override the Board of World Missions, the 
Board itself is being asked to reconsider its 
previous actions. Presumably there is reason to 
believe that the Board of World Missions may 
now vote a different policy in this matter? 


There has been no change in the University, 
its charter or its by-laws. In other words, the 
circumstances to be considered remain the same. 
Presumably the objections to this Japanese ven- 
ture which led other Boards and other Assem- 
blies to decline to offer our church’s support, 
still remain intact. But the Board is now being 
asked to weigh the same evidence in the light 
of its former decisions and “reconsider.” Is 
it possible that recent changes in the Board 
of World Missions will bring about that much 
change in Board policy? 
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Thoughts From Psalm 119 


(Note: These “Thoughts From Psalm 119” 
are the outcome of some very informal prayer- 
meeting discussions at Shearer Church, and the 
most helpful and valuable suggestions of the 
members of our group who cooperated with 
the pastor in a wonderful way as we studied 
this beautiful Psalm. The plan was to select 
some verse or word from each division of the 
Psalm as a starting-point for our study.) 


First Division : ALEPH : Verses 1-8. 
Key-verse: ‘““They walk in His ways.” 


I. There are two ways: see Matthew 7:13,14, 
and Psalm 1. 
There is the way which leads to destruction. 
There is the way which leads to Life. 
There is God’s way, and man’s way. 
“To every man there openeth, a High Way 
and a Low; 
And each man decideth which way his soul 
shall go.” 


II. Find the Good Way: “Stand in the ways 
and see, and ask for the old path, wherein is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls”: Jeremiah 6:16. 

Seek the way of God with all your heart, and 
vou will find it. 


III. Follow the Good Way: Walk in it. 

God says, Walk before me; Walk after me; 
Walk with me. 

Paul, in Ephesians, has a lot to say about 


“walking” : Walk not as other Gentiles walk; — 


walk worthy of our vocation - Like a Christian 
should walk - Walk in Love; Walk in the Light; 
Walk wisely. Ephesians 4:17; 4:1; 5:2; 5:8; 5:15. 


IV. It isa blessed thing to ‘Walk in his ways.” 
His ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
His paths are peace. God’s Way is the Way 
of Life; the way of Liberty; the Way of Love. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings in 
Day by Day 
By Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, July 17, John 15:9-12. 


There are two words for love used in the 
New Testament: “phileo” which means human 
love, and “‘agape’ which refers to divine love. 
It is the latter word that Jesus uses in these 
verses. ‘‘Agape” is also used in John 3:16, I 
Corinthians 13, and in the first and second 
commandments (Mark 12:29-31). Before Pente- 
cost, i.e., before he was baptized by the Holy 
Spirit, the apostle Peter’s love for Christ was 
limited to “phileo” (John 21:15-17). After 
Pentecost the divine love of Christ became a 
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part of his life (II Peter 3:14-15). Is your 
love for the brethren a wavering, self-seeking 
love, or is it the fruit of Christ’s love in you— 
a deep, outgoing concern and compassion for 
other people? 


Monday, July 18, John 15:16-17. 


For what purpose did Christ choose His dis- 
ciples (v.16)? Observe the deep “searching” 
that preceded His choosing of the twelve (Luke 
6:12-13) and the continual praying of Christ 
that they might remain in Him and bear fruit 
(John 17:6-9). What did Christ know about 
their weaknesses (13:37-38) and the opposition 
they would meet (16:1-2)? What did He pro- 
vide to enable them to bear fruit (15:26) ? What 
does the promise of unlimited divine resources 
add (v.16b)? What do these observations mean 
to you in the face of opposition? fruitlessness? 
Why did Christ choose you to be His disciple 
(v.16)? Are you willing to trust Him for divine 
resources to bear fruit? 


Tuesday, July 19, John 15:13-14. 


What requirement must we meet if we are 
to be friends of Jesus (v.14)? Just what is it 
that He has commanded us to do (v.12)? Look 
in v.13 for the supreme example of this love. 
In John 10:11 Jesus points to Himself as the 
Great Shepherd who loves His own and gives 
His life for them. In John 21:15-17 and Mat- 
thew 28:20 (the Great Commission) Jesus com- 
missions His disciples to be under-shepherds of 
those who will believe in Him. What example 
of care and concern has Jesus given to those 
who are responsible for the leadership of be- 
lievers in John 10:11? what teaching in John 
15:12-142 Are you willing to expend yourself 
in behalf of the souls of God’s people as a 
Sunday School teacher, women’s leader, church 
officer or pastor? Are you willing to give your- 
self for them as Christ gave Himself for you? 


Wednesday, July 20, John 15:14-17. 


What is the difference between a servant of 
Christ and a friend of Christ (v.15)? Is a 
friend of Christ obligated to obey His com- 
mands (v.14)? What is it, then, about Christ’s 
relationship to His disciples that makes Him 
something more than just a master (v.15)? 
Jesus took His disciples into His confidence 
(v.15)! He has now shared with them every- 
thing the Father has revealed to Him (v.15). 
Have I reached the point in my spiritual ex- 
perience at which I can be called a friend of 
God - having a thorough acquaintance with 
the Scriptures and, therefore, with the very 
mind of Christ? It is as a friend of God that 
the believer can claim v.16b for himself. Fruit- 
bearing (v.16) and genuine love for the 
brethren (v.17) should characterize the be- 
liever’s life. Hatred from the world can be 
expected (v.18). 
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Thursday, July 21, John 16:22-28. 


In v.28 Jesus states very plainly where He 
is from and where He is going. Observe that 
the disciples will not have to depend upon 
the prayers of Christ for access to the Father 
(vv.26-27), but can pray directly to Him in 
Jesus’ name (vv.23,24,27). Think of the privi- 
lege of being able to experience direct con- 
tact with God! Verses 7,13,15 tell why this direct 
access to God is possible. Notice the boldness 
that such direct access encourages (vv.23-24) ? 
Do you realize how ready and how willing God 
is to listen to a prayer in the name of Christ 
(vv.23-24) ? What results does prayer produce 
in the believer’s heart (vv.22b,24b) ? Does your 
communion with God bring this kind of joy 
to your 


Friday, July 22, John 17. 


This chapter contains Jesus’ high priestly 
prayer for His disciples (vv.6-10) and for the 
church (vv.20-26). What do you see in verses 
1-5 of Jesus’s relationship to the Father? What 
statements as to His ministry here on earth? 
What is His prayer for the disciples (6-19)? 
Notice three factors that will contribute to 
the answer of this prayer: (1) Jesus has in- 
structed His disciples thoroughly (vv.6,8) (2) 
The disciples have been responsive to His 
teaching (vv.6-8); (3) Christ consecrated Him- 
self for His disciples’ sake (v.19). What light 
is thrown by your study of this chapter thus 
far on your intercessory prayer for those for 
whom you are responsible? What does Christ 
pray for the Church (vv.20-23)? What is the 
purpose of this prayer (vv.21-24)? Is there a 
spirit of oneness and love in your church which 
reflects the oneness of the Father and the Son 
(v.21)? Does this oneness tend to draw people 
to Christ? 


Saturday, July 23, I John 4:7-12. 

The word “love” used in this passage is 
“agape,” the divine love. What verses empha- 
size the interdependence of our love for one 
another and our personal knowledge of God? 
If we do not love one another, can we possibly 
know God (v.20)? How intimate a relationship 
does God have with the believer (v.12)? Does 
this truth increase your awareness of God’s 
nearness? God can abide in us because of the 
love He has expressed for us in the cross (v.10) 
and because of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
(v.13). If God’s love is as great as He has 
shown it to be, and if His nature abides in us, 
what ought to be our relationship to fellow 
Christians? What is your relationship to them? 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 116 
“FEAR I CAN’T HOLD OUT” 


(This is clipped from “Fisher of Men’, a weekly 
published in Washington, D. C. - P.O. Box 361) 


“I guarantee you will not hold out. As long 
as a person lives in the flesh, he will be subject 
to temptation and he will fall. God’s word says, 
‘If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.’ (1 John 1:8) Do 
you know anyone who does not sin? We do not 
hold out. Jesus does the holding out. He says, 
‘Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out’. (John 6:37)” 


(Also see Psalms 37:23,34 - “The steps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord . . . Though 
he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the Lord upholdeth him with His hand.’’) 


“When a man becomes a Christian the Holy 
Spirit comes into his life. His nature is changed. 
He begins to hate things he formerly loved and 
love things he formerly hated. You know it is 
a hog’s nature to lie in a hog wallow. It is also 
man’s nature to be clean. If you slip into a 
mud hole, you go home and take a bath and 
change clothes. Now, when I became a Chris- 
tian, I had one nature, call it a hog nature. 
After I accepted Christ my nature was changed. 


“Here is an example of what I mean. A 
serviceman came to a chaplain and said, ‘Last 
week I prayed with you and gave my heart to 
the Lord. But I catch myself taking God’s name 
in vain. The poor fellow was terribly distressed. 
The chaplain told him that his concern over 
breaking God’s commandment was an evidence 
of conversion. The youth had been taking God’s 
name in vain for a long time and was having 
difficulty breaking the habit. Before he accepted 
Christ, it did not bother him when he blas- 
phemed. After he surrendered when an oath 
slipped out it hurt him. That is the way it will 
be with you. The Holy Spirit will come into 
your heart. Your conscience will be keener. You 


will not want to do these things that will dis- 


please God. 


“One man in Virginia was the town’s biggest 
drunk. When his mother died, he promised her 
that he was going to give his heart to the Lord. 
He accepted Christ and joined the church. For 
two months he never touched a drop of liquor. 
But then he got drunk and stayed drunk a 
week. Some wondered whether he were a Chris- 
tian. The fellow was a Christian because it al- 
most broke his heart. It was the last drop of 
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liquor he ever drank. He is a deacon and one of 
the best moral men in his town. 


“I hope you see what I am talking about. No 
one holds out. You will be a sinner after you 
become a Christian. But you will be a saved 
sinner. Christians get their punishment in this 
world. Non-Christians get punished in this world 
and the next world.” 


To the Editor: : 


I have just read Eucumenical Press Service 
Bulletin No. 1415. It has a message sent to 
President Eisenhower, by Dr. Eugene Blake, 
President, E. A. Gross, Chairman, and Walter 
Van Kirk, Ex. Director of the Con. Dept. of 
International Affairs. Dr. Blake is also Stated 
Clerk of the Presbyterian U. S. A. Church. I 
have not time to quote this in full but it 1s 
sent to the President with all the authority of 
the National Council, which represents about 
35,000,000 Christians in the U. S. A. While 
I agree with the sentiments of the letter in 
its desire for peace, yet I disagree with some 
of the statements, and resent very much such 
men taking upon themselves the authority to 
speak for so many people who do not share 
their views. This letter is putting tremendous 
pressure on the President, and the State De- 
partment, telling him not to listen to others who 
are putting pressure on him. 


The message urges the President to take 
measures to settle peaceably the issue in the 
Formosa Straits. With this no one will raise 
an objection. But not the next sentence. “We 
would regard as extremely unfortunate any 
course of action in Asia that would imperil 
the goodwill and cooperation of our friends and 
allies.” Here they evidently refer to England 
and France who are willing to give up the island 
outposts and sell Formosa down the River. 
These are our friends in Europe. But we have 
friends and allies in the Far East: Korea, Japan, 
Nationalist China, Philippines, Thailand, South 
Indo China, etc. If we should take steps to rec- 
ognize Red China or weaken Nationalist China 
on Formosa, or break our Free World chain of 
islands and countries, we will certainly lose 
the respect of our Asian friends. In these mat- 
ters there are principles at stake. There is also 
the matter of protecting weaker nations and 
keeping them from going behind the iron cur- 
tain. 


Again, in this message is this sentence, “We 
are convinced that there is no substitute for 
negotiation except the arbitrament of force, 
which creates vastly greater problems than it 
can ever solve.’”’ This follows a statement that 
we must negotiate with Red China, although 
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they state, “too often is a cover for deceit.” We 
all agree that every effort of fair negotiations 
without surrendering principles should be re- 
sorted to. However, can we negotiate with a 
thief and robber and aggressor? Also is the 
statement correct—‘abitrament of force, which 
creates vastly greater problems than it can ever 
solve.’”’ For instance, would Americans agree 
that our resistance to England beginning with 
the Boston tea party created greater problems 
than it can solve. For my part I am glad that 
there is a U. S. A. and we would never have 
had it without force. Again, by stopping Na- 
poleon at Waterloo did not Europe settle down 
to a long period of peace. Force is the only 
way to stop an aggressor nation or a criminal 
or thief. William of Orange fought in Hol- 
land, and we have some religious freedom there. 
Yes, wars of aggression are wrong as being pro- 
moted by Communists but wars of defense of 
right and justice protect, and do settle things 
sometimes for a long time to come. The Scots 
led by Knox used force to resist the R. C.’s and 
France, and they are free today. God used 
force to stop Sennacharib, and the Spanish Ar- 
mada on England. As I said before, there are 
pacifists around New York in Church circles 
whose pressure is not helping our government 
to solve things. Peace yes, but not at any price. 
I trust that the U. S. will have too much honor 
to fail her friends in Asia who are looking for 
her to lead, yes, if she has to stand alone. 


—A Missionary in the Far East. 


(Editors Note—This matter has already 
been dealt with editorially in these pages,—see 
issues of April 27th, May 4th and May 11th. 
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Billy Graham at Geneva 
By George Burnham 


Geneva — The Prince of Peace, not Molotov, 
will be the most influential delegate to the 
Big Four peace conference here next month. 
This is the plan of churches in Geneva: 


A mammoth outdoor meeting, with prayer 
support sought from every nation on earth, 
is being considered for July 17, the day before 
the conference, with Dr. Billy Graham as the 
speaker. 


The international city of Geneva, often the 
capital of chaos when diplomats gathered, 
wants something to be accomplished this time. 
The feeling among churchmen is that past talks 
have been supplied with a lot of intellect and 
little common, ordinary prayer. 


Many delegates to the conference will be in 
the city, and it is expected that a number of 
them will attend the big church send-off pro- 
gram. Several are personal friends of Dr. 
Graham, who has been labeled by influential 
government leaders as the greatest American 
ambassador of good will in many years. 


The evangelist has cancelled all engagements 
in order to be in Geneva for the conference. 
Chips will fly at the church event and some 
consciences may be pricked. Dr. Graham 
doesn’t pull his Bible punches in the presence 
of the elite. In recent sermons before President 
Eisenhower and Queen Elizabeth II of Great 
Britain he delivered the same _ hard-hitting 
challenge that he gave in tough waterfront sec- 
tions. 


The young preacher, in an address to over 
20,000 persons here Sunday night, stated: “An 
historic conference will take place in Geneva 
in a few days. The eyes of the world will be 
centered here and men’s hearts will be full of 
hope as millions pray for peace. We have heard 
the voice of the diplomat. We have heard the 
voice of the philosopher. We have heard the 
voice of the scientist. They have failed. It is 
now time that we listen to the voice of God. 
He will never fail.” 


Switzerland seems ready for such a religious 
event. The Sunday meeting in Geneva, with 
eight other cities hooked up by relay, was the 
second huge gathering in two days to hear the 
evangelist. 


On Saturday afternoon in Zurich an estimated 
50,000 overflowed Hardturm Stadium, with over 
500,000 listening in by radio. Even the trees 
in the stadium were filled with people. They 
clung to branches as they listened to the speaker. 
The crowd was so tightly packed that Dr. 
Graham could not give an invitation for people 
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to come forward and stand in front of the plat. 
form. He asked all who would accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour to raise their hands. 
It appeared that over half the people in the 
stadium raised hands. 


Dr. Graham spoke on the same text, “Idol. 
atry,’ at Geneva’s Exposition Hall. “Anything 
in your life that comes before God is your 
idol,” he warned. People poured toward the 
platform from every corner of the crowded hal] 
when the invitation was given. The number of 
signed cards totaled over 1,000. , 


On Tuesday Dr. Graham began a series of 
meetings in several German cities and U. S&S. 
Army bases. He will leave early in July for 
several engagements in Norway and Sweden 
before returning to Switzerland for the Big 
Four send-off meeting. 


Billy Reaches All Classes 
By George Burnham 


Rotterdam — One of the peculiarities of Billy 
Graham’s phenomenal world-wide ministry is 
that it reaches the queen on her throne, the 
bum in the gutter and ordinary individuals in 
between. 


Few men in history have been so _ blessed 
with this ability. In recent months the 37- 
year-old evangelist has received invitations from 
ex-Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, Queen Elizabeth II, ambas- 
sadors and statesmen. Most of the talks were 
private, but Billy has revealed that they were 
Bible-centered. So were the talks he had with 
a Glasgow taxi driver, a Paris newspaperman 
and a German business executive. 


His latest invitation from royalty came this 
week in Holland from Queen Juliana and Prin- 
cess Wilhelmina. Wilhelmina, now in her 80's, 
stepped down from the throne in 1948 after 
ruling her energetic, friendly people some 50 
years. She is regarded by many religious leaders 
as one devoted to spiritual matters. 


Billy and his pretty wife, Ruth, mother of 
four children, were driven to the magnificent 
palace at Soestdijk, about 35 miles from Am- 
sterdam, on Thursday morning. They arrived 
at 10 o'clock and were alone with the Queen 
and Princess until 11 o'clock. 


Details of the conversation were not an- 
nounced, but it was learned that Billy presented 
the simple message of Jesus Christ in explaining 
his ministry. The same was true in his other 
meetings with royalty and government leaders. 


The impressive open door to high places was 
unceremoniously slammed, however, in one re- 
cent instance. It was slammed by ex-King 
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Farouk of Egypt, who was tossed out on his 
roval ear by his own people. The ponderous 
Farouk, who says he is broke, moved into the 
same Paris hotel where Billy and his team were 
staying. Friends of the evangelist thought it 
would be a wonderful thing if Billy could tell 
Farouk about the wonderful new life offered 
by Jesus Christ. Billy was willing. 


One of the friends knocked on Farouk’s door 
in an effort to make such an arrangement. A 
cold-faced aide answered the knock and listened 
stonily to the request. “Just a minute and I 
will see,” said the aide, who left the friend 
shifting from one foot to the other in the hall- 
way. He came back in a few seconds and said, 
“King Farouk cannot see Billy Graham.” “Will 
it be possible for them to talk tomorrow?” asked 
the friend. “King Farouk cannot see Billy 
Graham tomorrow or anytime,” replied the aide. 


Sounds of boisterous revelry could be heard 
from inside the room. Farouk was engaged 
in his favorite pastime of wine, women and 
song. He could not be bothered with the things 
of God. 

* * * 

An estimated 65,000 turned out in Rotter- 
dam’s Feyenoord Stadium Thursday evening to 
hear the evangelist. They included many mem- 
bers of the American embassy and the Dutch 
Parliament. Musical Director Cliff Barrows had 
a choir of 5,000. Huge block letters on the turf 
asked the question, “Is Jesus Christ Your 
Saviour?” 7 


Billy asked the same question at the con- 
clusion of his sermon, and thousands responded. 
The great stadium, much like the football plants 
in America, seemed like an open air cathedral 
as the Dutch people left their seats to quietly 
and reverently confess Christ before men. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 24 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Southern Kingdom Overthrown 


Background Scripture: II Kings 24:206 - 25:21; Jeremiah 38:1 - 39:14 


Devotional Reading: II Chronicles 36:14-20 


Let us start with our Golden Text: 


“Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 


soweth, that shall he also reap.” This law holds good, not only for individuals, but for nations. 
Nation after nation illustrate this fact; they rise to power, then go down in shame, sorrow and 
disgrace. We have seen several do this even in the last half a century. These nations reaped just 
what they sowed, for sin and iniquity brought about their downfall. The law of seedtime and har- 


vest, of sowing and reaping, works. We reap 
what we sow; we reap more than we sow; we 
sow the wind, and reap the whirlwind. 


Israel is a striking example. The prophets 
had warned them over and over again; they 
had pled with them with tears; they had urged 
them to “sow in righteousness and reap in 
mercy.” They continued to “sow to the flesh,” 
to turn away from the pure worship of Jehovah 
to the corrupt and shameful worship of Baal 
and Ashtoreth and other gods, with all the im- 
moralities connected with such worship. They 
indulged in all kinds of sins; uncleanness, op- 
pression, drunkenness, Sabbath desecration, etc. 
The Northern Kingdom was the first to fall. 
Its leaders were uniformly bad; some worse 
than others, but all wicked. In the Southern 
Kingdom there were good kings like Asa, 
Jchoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah, but even 
here the evil predominated. Exceedingly wicked 
rulers like Ahaz and Manasseh, and _ the 
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usurper, Queen Athaliah. God’s patience bore 
with them for many years, and the prophets 
warned them and besought them to return to 
Jehovah, but all in vain. Judgment had to 
come. We have seen the preliminary stage in 
the “Earlier Captivity”; today we come to the 
final stage in the Overthrow of the Southern 
Kingdom. 


Our Devotional Reading gives a succinct and 
graphic account of this overthrow and the rea- 
sons behind it: “Moreover all the chief of the 
priests, and the people transgressed very much 
after all the abominations of the heathen: and 
polluted the house of the Lord which he had 
hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of 
their fathers sent to them by his messengers, 
rising up betimes, and sending: because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwell- 
ing place: But they mocked the messengers 
of God, and despised his words, and misused 
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his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, till there was no remedy. 
Therefore he brought upon them the king of 
the Chaldees, who slew their young men with 
the sword ... And them that had escaped from 
the sword carried he away to Babylon... 
until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept her Sab- 
baths, to fulfil threescore and ten years.’ Judah 
had sowed to the flesh - to sin - and reaped 
corruption and desolation; she had sown to 
the wind, and reaped the whirlwind. 


The lesson naturally falls into two parts: 
(1) The Account of the Fall of Jerusalem, 
and (2) The Treatment of Jeremiah. 


I. The Fall of Jerusalem: 11 Kings 24:20 - 25:21. 


This final stage began with the rebellion of 
Zedekiah against the King of Babylon. In the 
earlier captivity Nebuchadnezzar had carried 
Jehoiachin to Babylon and many of the leading 
men. He took Mattaniah, the brother of Je- 
hoiakim, and made him king, changing his 
name to Zedekiah, who reigned eleven years 
in Jerusalem and did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord. Zedekiah appears to 
be a monarch who was constantly changing his 
mind, (we see this in his treatment of Jere- 
miah) , and he finally took the foolish and fatal 


step of rebelling against the mighty world-. 


conquerer who had placed him upon the throne. 


So. Nebuchadnezzar and all his host came 
up against Jerusalem and beseiged it. Famine 
seemed the deciding factor, and when the men 
of war fled by night the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued them and captured the king and all 
his army was scattered. They took him to Riblah 
and gave judgment upon him. The penalty was 
severe, but in keeping with the ruthless policy 
of the conquerer, who had become exasperated 
with the Jews, and especially with their king. 
They slew Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, and 
then put Zedekiah’s eyes out, bound him with 
fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon. 


Having passed this sentence upon their king, 
he now turns his attention to the city of Jerusa- 
lem, and proceeded to utterly destroy it. Here- 
tofore it had been spared to a great extent, 
although plundered of some of its treasures. 
He burnt the House of the Lord, and the king’s 
house, and all the houses in Jerusalem, broke 
down the walls of the city and carried away 
many more of its inhabitants, leaving only a 
few poor people to be vinedressers and hus- 
bandmen. He took away all the brazen pillars 
and vessels of silver and gold that remained. 
The captain of the guard took some of the 
leading men, including the chief priest and the 
second priest and three keepers of the door, 
to Riblah, and the king of Babylon slew them 
at Riblah. “So Judah was carried away out of 
the land.” 
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It is a sad and awful scene. The wages of 
sin is death. This is true of nations as we'l 
as people. It was a fearful harvest, but it 
sprang naturally from the evil seeds that had 
been sown. If Judah had but listened in time! 
We talk frequently and rather glibly about 
“sowing wild oats,” and we seem to feel that 
it is but natural for young people to sow some 
wild oats. Only the grace of God and the for- 
giveness of God can prevent a terrible harvest. 
You can pull the nails out of a tree, but the 
scars remain. If we turn from our wicked ways, 
sow unto righteousness, sow to the Spirit, we 
can change the harvest, and perhaps undo some 
of the evil we have done, but even then, there 
will be sad memories left to haunt us. John 
B. Gough, thinking of all the evils of his past, 
would plead with the youth of his day with 
tears, “Young men, keep your record clean!” 
Watch the seed-sowing! 


II. The Experiences and Treatment of Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah 38:1 - 39:14. 


While Ezekiel and Daniel were among the 
captives, prophesying in the land of captivity, 
Jeremiah, the “weeping prophet” remained in 
the land of Judah, in and around Jerusalem. 
His lot was one of the most pathetic and painful 
of which we have any record. 


He was a patriotic Jew, loving his native 
land fervently, and he had two duties to per- 
form, neither one to his liking: (1) He was 
sent to preach to a rebellious and stubborn 
people, determined to go their own way to 
ruin. He was to warn them and plead with 
them. (2) Then he had another painful task, 
one that caused him to be misunderstood and 
abused, and to be considered a traitor. God 
told him to advise Zedekiah to surrender to 
the Chaldeans. This sort of counsel did not 
suit many of the King’s advisers who wished 
to resist to the bitter end. The king would 
listen to the prophet, and then to the others, 
and did not have a mind of his own, so that 
the prophet had a hard time. 


The particular incident which we _ study, 
(especially for the younger groups) is the touch- 
ing story of Jeremiah’s rescue from the dungeon 
into which he had been cast. In the closing 
verse of chapter 37 Zedekiah had given the 
prophet some relief by ordering that they should 
commit him into the court of the prison and 
give him a piece of bread daily. But certain 
of the princes came to the king, saying, “We 
beseech thee, let this man be put to death: 
for he weakeneth the hands of the men of war 
that remain in the city, and the hands of the 
people, in speaking such words unto them: for 
this man seeketh not the welfare of the people, 
but their hurt.’’ (Jeremiah had warned them 
that the Chaldeans would not depart, but would 
burn the city). Zedekiah, somewhat like Pilate, 
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seemed to desire to save the prophet but finally 
gave way to the princes and said, “He is in 
your hand, for the king is not he that can do 
anything against you.” 


They took Jeremiah and cast him into a 
dungeon where he would have perished but 
for the kindness of an Ethiopian, Ebedmelech, 
one of the servants of the king. He went to 
Zedekiah and interceded for the prophet, and 
was given permission to take him up out of 
the dungeon. So they drew him up and Zedekiah 
again consults him, asking that he hide nothing, 
but tell him all. He promises that he will not 
be put to death. Jeremiah tells him plainly 
that he ought to go forth to the Chaldeans, 
and if he does not, they will capture the city 
and burn it with fire. As we have seen, this 


is exactly what took place, as Nebuchadnezzar 
and his men broke into the city and destroyed 
it. 

Nebuchadnezzar commanded that Jeremiah 
Should be well treated and taken care of, and 
that he should have the choice of either re- 
maining in the land, or going to Babylon. The 
prophet chose to stay with his people in the 
land, but was forced to go to Egypt when the 
Jews fled to that country. 


Ebedmelech was rewarded for his kindness 
to the prophet. God assures him in the closing 
words of chapter 39: “For I will surely deliver 
thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword— 
because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith 
the Lord.” 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 24 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Westminster Fellowship Waiting For You 


Hymn: “Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee” 
Prayer 

Scripture: I Peter 3:8-15 

Hymn: “More Holiness Give Me” 


Offering 
Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross”. 


PROGRAM LEADER: | 

(In most churches at this season it will be 
possible to secure a college student who can 
speak to your group on the program and value 
of the Christian organization on his college 
campus. If possible, it would be best to ask a 
student who has been active in Westminster 
Fellowship work. This would surely be the best 
method of presenting this subject, but if it can- 
not be arranged, you may use the material be- 
low and follow it with an open discussion among 
the members of your fellowship.) 


Westminster Fellowship is the name given 
the organization for Presbyterian college stu- 
dents. You will find one on or near almost 
every college campus in the south. Our church 
has long been interested in the spiritual life 
of its college students, but it was not until 
1941 that steps were taken to provide an organ- 
ized ministry among them. 


Many of the young people in our Senior High 
ellowships will soon be entering upon college 
life, so it is well for all of us to think about 
the need for Christian fellowship on the college 
‘ampus, about the service such fellowships can 
render to the students, and about the contribu- 
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tions Christian students can make to and through 
these organizations. 


First SPEAKER: 

When most young people leave home for 
college they find that they are “on their own” 
more than they have ever been before. This 
experience of being independent is both chal- 
lenging and sobering. One is likely to find 
that there is hardly enough time for all the 
things which demand to be done. The wise 
student will work out his own schedule and 
budget his time accordingly. With so many 
matters clamoring for his time and attention, 
he may be tempted to relegate his spiritual 
nurture and his devotional life to a very insig- 
nificant place, or he may forget them altogether. 
He needs someone to remind him of the supreme 
importance of this part of his life and develop- 
ment. This is one of the places where West- 
minster Fellowship proves its worth. The stu- 
dents who belong to such a group are reminded 
consistently of the real need for keeping up 
and improving their devotional habits. They 
remind and encourage each other, and frequent- 
ly join informally for prayer and spiritual con- 
versation. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another new experience for the college stu- 
dent is his increased independence in determin- 
ing his own patterns and standards of conduct. 
He is free to make decisions, and he is re- 
sponsible for making right ones. The young 
person who has been brought up with Christian 
training in a Christian environment may find 


PAGE 


of 
it 
ad 
e! 
out 
at 
me 
or- 
Est. 
the 
we 
me 
hn 
ist, 
q 
| 
he § 
ty, 
ul 
e 
as 
n & 
h 
k, | 
a 
d 
ot 
d i 
d 
it i 
| 


it confusing not to have his parents tell him 
what to do and what not to do. He may be 
tempted to take on ideas and take up practices 
of doubtful nature just because everybody else 
seems to be doing it. He feels very alone and 
unsure. Such a student is in desperate need 
of organized Christian fellowship. He can find 
it in the Westminster group. He will find in 
this fellowship many other young people who 
are concerned about holiness and purity of 
life whether “everybody else is doing it’’ or not. 
It is always easier to live for Christ if you have 
the companionship of others who have the same 
ideas and ideals. The Bible urges us to find 
our fellowship with those who also believe in 
the Lord and seek to serve Him. Westminster 
Fellowship provides such a community on the 
college campus. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

It has been claimed that college life and in- 
struction have worked to undermine the faith 
of many a young person. This is especially 
true of institutions which have no Christian 
affliation. In the name of academic freedom 
many young people hear an able and skillful 
presentation of ideas which are directly contrary 
to the things they have been taught in their 
churches and homes. They may hear the Bible 
and religion held in derision. All this will be 
very disturbing to those young Christians whose 
faith is not too firmly rooted. One of the aims 
of Christian student work on college campuses 
is to provide well trained leaders who are alto- 
gether competent to prove to the students that 
the Christian faith is truth itself and that it is 
more than worthy of belief by the finest minds. 
The Westminster Fellowship also provides op- 
portunities for students who are strong and well 
informed in their faith to know and help those 
who are weak and insecure. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

The Christian student on a college campus 
not only misses the fellowship and inspiration 
of his home church, but he also longs for an 
opportunity to be active in Christian service. 
Westminster Fellowships serve to meet this need 
and desire. Of course, any Christian who is in 
earnest about serving the Lord can always find 
something to do, but it is easier and more in- 
spiring if there are others with whom he can 
work. The most valuable service of all is that 
of leading souls to find Christ as the Saviour 
and Lord. There is hardly a campus where there 
are not some to be reached. It is not necessary 
to be a member of an organized Christian group 
in order to be an effective witness for Christ, 
but it is very important to have a Christian 
fellowship into which young Christians can be 
assimilated. The Westminster Fellowship not 
only promotes evangelism, but it provides a 
community for the evangelized. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Cel- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer school 
begins June 6, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


Church News 


The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


January 15 - June 30, 1955 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
June 30, 1955 164,913.99 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 21.2 
Balance needed for the year 612,464.01 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
June 30, 1955 5,328.34 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 27.04 
Balance needed for the year 14,371.66 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


End of Two Centuries Celebrated 


A rare historical event took place in Savan- 
nah, Ga., June 2-5 when the time-honored In- 
dependent Presbyterian Church held its Bi- 
Centennial celebration. The Journal has just 
received the elaborate printed program, begin- 
ning with a Watch Night Service at 11 P. M. 
Thursday,June 2nd. At midnight the bells pealed 
forth the beginning of a new century, the 
congregation standing to “All Hail The Power 
of Jesus’ Name,” followed by prayer and the 
benediction voiced by the present pastor, Rev. 
James English Cousar, Jr., D.D. 


Then followed three days of historic memorial 
exercises, including addresses by Rev. Daniel 
Iverson, D.D., Rev. Samuel McPheeters Glas- 
gow, D.D., and Rev. William Childs Robin- 
son, D.D. 


The most attractive booklet giving an out- 
line of the history of this famous old church, 
beginning with its organization in 1755, is il- 
luminated by photographs of Dr. Cousar, the 
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present pastor; Dr. Henry Kollock, pastor 1806- 
1819; Dr. Willard Preston, pastor, 1831-1856; 
Dr. I. S. K. Axson, pastor 1857-1891, father- 
in-law of Woodrow Wilson; Dr. Waddy H. 
Hudson, missionary to China, 1893-1941; Dr. 
(Mrs.) Nettie Grier, M.D., missionary to China, 
1893-1940, and a drawing of the magnificent 
interior of the church, published in London, 
Nov. 1, 1831. This building was burned in 1889. 


The celebration was an epochal event in 
the life of this world-famous old church, as 
also for the city of Savannah. 


REV. J. DAVISON PHILIPS 
RECEIVES THE PH.D. DEGREE 


Rev. J. Davison Philips, Pastor of Decatur 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga., has com- 
pleted all the requirements for the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree at the University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, and it will be officially award- 
ed at the convocation on July 8th. He is one 
of the very few people in the history of the 
University who won this honor after only one 
year of residence. The relatively short stay at 
the University meant that great emphasis was 
laid on his thesis, and his handling of this was 
quite successful. 


Dr. Philips is completing the first year of his 
pastorate at the Decatur Church, and his min- 
istry has been most successful in the pulpit, 
over radio, and in his pastoral care and leader- 
ship. 


Dr. John Marion Jr. Makes a Change 


Bon Air, Va. — Dr. John H. Marion, Jr., 
pastor of Bon Air Presbyterian Church, Bon 
Air, Va., has become Executive Secretary of the 
Virginia Council on Human Relations, accord- 
ing to an announcement made by the Council. 
Dr. Marion begins his new duties July 1. He 
has been pastor of the Bon Air Church for the 
past five years, but has resigned that position 
in order to begin his new work. 


Hawfields Bi-Centennial 


Mebane, N. C. — Hundreds of Presbyterians 
from many sections of North Carolina gathered 
at Hawfields Presbyterian Church near here, 
to join in the 200th anniversary of the church’s 
establishment. 


Dr. John W. Christie, of Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, noted Presbyterian historian, delivered 
the principal address for the formal observance, 
May 15. Hawfields Church, with a member- 
ship of 315, is in Orange Presbytery. The Rev. 
Ralph Buchanan, pastor, presided over the bi- 
centennial services. 
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An Income for You— 
An Outgo of Christianity 


This free booklet on Church Extension An- 
nuities tells how. Briefly, your gift to the 
Board purchases a regular annuity for you 
which pays you an income for life—beginning 
now. To protect your investment, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your 
lifetime, and, depending on your age, you can 
receive up to 7% semi-annually—regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Later, your 
gift lives after you 
bringing others to 
Christ. See how people 
with small or large in- 
comes may enjoy this. 
plan. 


Write For 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOAKD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


N. C. Mother of the Year 


Hope Mills, N. C. — Mrs. Arthur Dixon 
Cashwell of Hope Mills, active member of Big 
Rockfish Presbyterian Church, has been named 
North Carolina’s Mother of the Year for 1955. 
The award was presented sometime in May, by 
Judge Susie Sharpe of Reidsville, N. C., at the 
53rd annual convention of the North Carolina 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, held near 
Greensboro. 


Mrs. Cashwell is the mother of twelve chil- 
dren. Because of her state-wide honor, Mrs. 
Cashwell went to New York in May to represent 
North Carolina at the selection of the American 
Mother of the Year. 


Albemarle Presbytery 


At an adjourned meeting of Albemarle Pres- 
bytery at the Greenville First Church on June 
14 two recent graduates of Union Seminary 
were examined and licensed to preach. They 
are Messrs. R. L. Combs and C. G. Fitzpatrick. 
Commissions were also appointed to ordain and 
install them. Mr. Combs is to become the pastor 
of the Plymouth Church on July 10, and Mr. 
Fitzpatrick will be installed pastor of Berea 
and Westminster Churches on July 17. 

—-J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk. 
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Southminster Dedicates New Units 


Oklahoma City, Okla. — The new fellowship 
hall and education units of Southminster 
Church at Oklahoma City were dedicated June 
5 and placed in service. Dedication was part 
of the Sunday morning worship service. E. L. 
Thorne, chairman of the General Building 
Committee, presented the keys to John D. 
Wehry, president of the Board of Trustees, who 
in turn presented them to Winter Burrow, Sun- 
day School Superintendent, and to Brian Rude, 
chairman of the Board of Deacons. The Rev. 
W. W. Travis, pastor, brought a message of 
dedication and led the dedicatory prayer. 


Later in the afternoon, open house was held, 
which gave members and guests an opportunity 
to inspect the new units of the church. 


The completed additions cost approximately 
$73,000. 


Southminster Church has 429 members. 


Trinity Dedicates New Sanctuary 


Atlanta, Ga. — On Sunday, June 5, Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, dedicated its new 
$500,000 sanctuary and Sunday School wing, 
at two dedicatory services conducted by Dr. 
William V. Gardner. Dr. Gardner, former pas- 
tor of First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, was 
active in establishing Trinity Church six years 
ago. He is now pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Lexington, Ky. 


Taking part in the evening service were others 
who have had active parts in the development 
of Trinity Church. They included: Dr. Vernon 
S. Broyles, pastor of North Avenue Church, and 
Dr. Harry A. Fifield, pastor of First Church, 
both in Atlanta, and Dr. Franklin C. Talmadge, 
of Decatur, Executive Secretary of Atlanta Pres- 
bytery’s Committee of Church Extension. Harl- 
lee Branch, Jr., an elder in the church, delivered 
the congregation’s message of thanks. The Rev. 
Allison Williams is pastor of the church and 
has served in that capacity since Trinity Church 
began. 


Dr. Edgar G. Gammon Retires 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. — Dr. Edgar G. Gam- 
mon has retired as president of Hampden- 
Sydney College here, according to an announce- 
ment made recently by the college. Dr. Gam- 
mon has served as president for the past sixteen 
years. In an editorial from the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, tribute is paid to the retiring 
president, and in part, says: ‘Under his in- 
spiring leadership, the old college in Prince 
Edward County has enjoyed one of its most 
fruitful periods of growth and expansion in all 
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the years since its founding in 1776 .. . he 
has shown himself to be one of the truly effective 
college presidents in Virginia history . . . few 
college presidents, we dare say, have retired 
with such universal esteem and affection.” 


Women’s Work 


AN AMAZING RESPONSE 


When the list of White Cross supplies needed 
for the new hospital in Japan was received late 
in October, 1954, it seemed such a large list 
there was a question as to whether it could 
be filled entirely. Quotas had already been 
offered and accepted for each Synodical Execu- 
tive Board through the Chairman of White 
Cross for 1955. Yet there were some who could 
accept more and to those the lists were sent 
with the request that as much as could be taken 
be checked. The response was wonderful. Ar- 
kansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Tennessee and Atlanta Presbyterial in the 
Synod of Georgia accepted items on that list 
with enthusiasm. 


Very recently a request came from one of 
the women’s organizations in Texas, asking for 
items that might be prepared and sent to the 
hospital. That request was answered since there 
were some items on the Japan list that had 
not been taken by any of the Synodicals. 


A letter dated May 10, 1955, from Dr. Frank 
Brown, Jr., said ““White Cross supplies are pour- 
ing in from all over our church—Arkansas, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina 
and Tennessee. And they are indeed welcome. 
Bandages and dressing materials we are using 
now in the Clinic. While the linens, gowns 
will go a long way to furnishing the hospital 
when we open it.” 


There was a like response to a request for 
suppliés for Formosa, that list also coming late 
in October. Items ‘were accepted by Alabama, 
Louisiana and Mississippi in addition to the 
regular quota which each Synodical had accept- 
ed. A letter dated April 4 from Miss Charlotte 
Dunlap, Registered Nurse, who had sent in the 
list of new supplies said, “We are very busy 
in the hospital and the rumors of war do not 
bother us here. It may happen, though I doubt 
it, and we will work as long as we can. Have 
a heavy week of surgery posted for this week. 
I wish we had the towels and gauze from our 
White Cross gifts now. I give ether for the 
big cases.” 


Her next letter, May 4, stated, “We are eager- 
ly awaiting the arrival of our White Cross, but 
transportation to Formosa is slow—two months 
after it has been loaded aboard ship at least. 
It is fully two months since Selma, Alabama, 
mailed some gauze wipes to us, so they are about 
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due.” We knew the supplies would be slower 
reaching Formosa than Japan because of ship- 
ping. There is a real need for such supplies at 
the Changhua Christian Hospital where Miss 
Dunlap works. We are grateful for the willing- 
ness of the women to supply those needs. 


This year marks a milestone in the ministry 
of White Cross. For the first time, supplies 
are going to Formosa and Japan. Supplies are 
going out to Congo Belge and Korea as usual. 
A complete report of this work will be made 
later in the summer. 


A CHALLENGE TO CHURCH WOMEN 
TO THINK AND PRAY FOR 
STILLMAN COLLEGE 


When most of us think of Stillman, we think 


_ of a Negro Conference which is held each sum- 


mer, and of our part in sending someone from 
our area to attend. But may I ask you to think 
a little farther than the summer conference 
to the college itself; for it is a college, you 
know. Founded in 1878, just eleven years after 
the war between the states by the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., it is still owned and controlled 
by the church. It is co-educational, and a lib- 
eral arts college, granting both B.A. and BS. 
degrees, and is fully accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

But Stillman is more than a machine of 
learning. You would only have to walk the 
beautiful campus and to talk to the faculty 
and students to understand. Many who have 
passed through Tuscaloosa, Alabama, have been 
impressed by the wholesome attitude of the 
students. For what is true of the philosophy of 
our church colleges is true of Stillman. They 
train and nurture the moral and spiritual self 
as they seek to impart knowledge. 


What better thing then can we as Christians 
do in these changing times than to prepare 
the young Negro to face the moral and ethical 
responsibilities which are rightfully his—if 
equality of responsibility is what we are seeking? 

You and I know how little has been done 
by our church among the Negroes. But let 
us not look to the past but prepare for the 
future. Let’s set up scholarships. $600 a year 
would send one student to Stillman. If you 
look, you will find some worthy girl or boy 
who would love to go into full-time Christian 
service if he had the help he needs to go to 
school; one who would come back and serve 
as a mission worker, establishing Negro work 
where it is needed .. . 


Think hard and pray hard before you throw 
these thoughts aside. Are we responsible for 
these people, and in what way? God grant that 
He may lead ALL men unto Himself, and that 
we may help in some small way.” 
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““Take-Read” Theme for Worldwide 
Bible Reading Program 


The American Bible Society has chosen 
‘“Take-Read” for the theme of its 12th annual 
Worldwide Bible Reading Program, according 
to an announcement made by Dr. James V. 
Claypool, who, as secretary of the Society’s pro- 
gram for promoting the use of the Bible, heads 
up this observance. The theme has been taken 
from the St. Augustine conversion story. 


This program has become so popular that 
last year the Bible Society printed and dis- 
tributed over 14,000,000 copies of the Scripture 
reading lists. This year, for the first time, the 
Society is making this program a Christmas 
time and Christmas period, extending the read- 
ings from Thanksgiving through December 31. 
The Society hopes, by stressing the reading of 
the Christmas story, that it will encourage par- 
ticipation, in this primary way, to “Put Christ 
into Christmas.” 


For the fourth year, the Worldwide Bible Read- 
ings will be embossed in Braille for the blind 
who personally wish to follow the reading pro- 
gram. While the ink-print reading list is pre- 
pared in the size of a bookmark that will fit 
conveniently in the Bible, the embossed list the 
blind must use requires four pages, each page 
the size of an eight by eleven letterhead. 


Universal Bible Sunday, the high point of 
the program, will fall this year on Sunday, De- 
cember 1]. Dr. Francis C. Stifler, former edi- 
torial secretary of the Bible Society, will prepare 
the brochure that is mailed early in the Fall 
to Protestant pastors throughout the country. 


Why I Go to Sunday School 


I go to Sunday school to meet my Lord for 
there is within me an AWARENESS of a real 
need for learning of Him that can only be 
filled through systematic and regular Bible 
study. 


I go to Sunday school to meet myself be- 
cause the APPLICATION to life of scriptural 
teachings discovered through Bible study and 
interpretation makes answering life’s questions 
and making life’s decisions more simple. 


I go to Sunday school to meet my friends 
and to make new friends because the ASSOCIA- 
TIONS found there are the permanent kind 
of relationships to be cherished and carried 
through a lifetime. 

—(Mrs. Meritt A., Jr.) Elizabeth Drane 
Dallas, Texas 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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